
For these events and more, check out:  
matarikiwaikato.nz & 

waikatonz.com/matariki

Matariki is known as the Māori 
New Year and is marked by the 
rising of the cluster of stars 
named Matariki (Pleiades).

Matariki is a time of sharing and celebration and the  
Matariki Ki Waikato festival, held 11th June – 31st July, 
provides an opportunity to unite our peoples, celebrate our 
indigenous culture, give thanks for the bounty of our river 
and it’s lands, reflect on the legacy we have been given and 
collectively aspire to create a more prosperous future.  
Check out the range of events on in the Waikato that  
celebrate Matariki 2021.



Kūmara
Go Eco Te Papanui Enderley Community Trust, Hamilton - FREE
Head along to Te Papanui Enderley Community Trust for this 
community conscious workshop to learn how to grow kūmara tipu 
(kumara seedlings). Learn about the stories, the mahi and the fun 
behind the history of growing the mighty kūmara.

Matariki in the City
Hamilton City Library - FREE
This awesome family-friendly free event is being held at the Hamilton 
City Library. Head along to participate in Māori games, arts and 
crafts, story tellers, live entertainment and more. 

Matariki ki Te Whare 
Taonga o Waikato
Waikato Museum, Hamilton - FREE
Matariki in the Museum is an 
interactive day where you can take 
part, listen, learn, watch, make and take 
something meaningful about Matariki 
away with you. This year’s programme 
is dedicated to the next generation of  
New Zealanders.

24 JUNE
3pm-5pm

26 JUNE
10am-2pm

27 JUNE
11am-2pm

Manu Tukutuku Family Kite Day
Hamilton Gardens - FREE
Being held beside the lovely Turtle Lake, this is a free event for all 
ages. Families can all participate in lessons on kite making and flying 
manu tukutuku. With free face painting, bouncy castles, sausage 
sizzles and a coffee cart this is an ideal family day out.

19 JUNE
10am-4pm

Matariki Dish Challenge
Across Waikato - PAID
Each winter, local chefs sharpen their knives and create a dish 
celebrating both Matariki and Waikato produce. 11 Waikato eateries 
have entered the challenge this year - go and try as many as you can 
and vote for your favourite!

12 JUNE -
18 JULY



Museum Birthday and Matariki 
Celebration
Te Aroha Museum - FREE
Te Aroha Museum is celebrating it’s 50th birthday! The celebrations 
on the 30th of June include a celebration of Matariki. Beginning with 
an official welcome, followed by a Kapa Haka performance and then 
a Matariki kōrero, the evening will conclude with light refreshments.

Matariki Art Exhibition
Waitomo Glowworm Caves Visitor Centre - FREE
Head along to the Waitomo Glowworm Caves Visitor Centre to 
check out the works of local artists, weavers and carvers. All of the 
artists involved are descendants of Tane Tinorau who first explored 
the caves in 1887. With a diverse range of works on display inspired 
by the stories of Matariki – you may even find a perfect piece to 
purchase and take home with you.

He Pu, He Puoro, He Purakau
Gallagher Academy of Performing Arts, University of Waikato, Hamilton - PAID
He Pu, He Puoro, He Purakau (A seed, an instrument, a story) is unique concert event happening in Hamilton. This concert weaves together the 
sounds of Aotearoa and showcases work from local composers and musicians. Come along to hear the sounds and the stories that come from 
the seed of our experiences.

Matariki with the Hamilton Astronomical 
Society
Hamilton Astronomical Society, 183 Brymer Road, Hamilton - FREE
Join the Hamilton Astronomical Society to learn about and explore 
our Matariki sky. Matariki is a star cluster, that when seen from Earth 
the stars appear to be close together in a pattern, but they might 
actually be far from each other.

Ohomairangi 2021
The Atrium, Wintec, Hamilton -  PAID
Ohomairangi 2021 is set to be one of the most prestigious events in 
the Pacific. Showcasing tradition and contemporary arts and culture 
from the people of the Pacific, this vibrant event is sure to be a 
beautiful celebration.

30 JUNE
6pm-8pm

1-2 JULY
5.30am-7.30am

4-11 JULY
9.30am-3.30pm

9 JULY
6pm-10pm

3 JULY
7pm-9.30pm

For these events and more, check out:  
matarikiwaikato.nz & 

waikatonz.com/matariki



Matariki Workshops
Te Awamutu Museum - PAID
During the July school holidays, Te Awamutu Museum have 
developed some fun-filled creative workshops planned for all ages to 
celebrate Matariki. There are two poi making workshop, tī rākau stick 
games and four ukulele workshops. Phone Te Awamutu Museum to 
secure your spot in one of these fun-filled workshops!

Matariki Ahunga Nui Matariki Kanohi Iti
The Meteor, Hamilton - PAID
This event has been happening since 2013 and is a beautiful 
celebration of Matariki within the Waikato community. The event 
will include a three course meal incorporating traditional Māori 
ingredients along with live entertainment, a fashion show of local 
designers, pop-up shops and an art auction with the funds being 
donated to charity.

10 JULY
5.30pm-8.30pm

27-28 JULY
11am-12pm

13-22 JULY
10am-12pm

24 JULY
5pm-11.30pm

Sparking Stars
Arts for Health, Hamilton - FREE
Join a community of artists who will come together over the Matariki 
period to make a selection of sparkling stars and celebrate this event 
with the sharing of kai.

Matariki Market and Community 
Exhibition
18 Herschel Street, Ngaruawahia - FREE
An awesome community event that is free to attend and uniquely 
combines a local creatives market and festival with the Matariki 
community exhibition. The exhibition features work from tamariki 
from eight local schools and community creatives.

10 JULY
9am-2pm

Matariki Evening Event
Waitomo Glowworm Caves - PAID
Find yourself welcomed underground into 
the caves with a traditional waiata and 
karakia. The main concert is set inside ‘the 
cathedral’ cavern, famous for its acoustics, 
where you will be treated to the sounds of 
local singers and musicians. Next, enjoy a 
special night tour of the glowworm caves, 
with the closure of the evening involving 
Māori kai paying tribute to the culture.

For these events and more, check out:  
matarikiwaikato.nz & 

waikatonz.com/matariki


