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W A I K AT O  E V E N T S  G U I D E



FESTIVAL ONE
Festival One has been operating since 2015 and continues to be the 
highlight of summer for many attendees. Occuring over four days 
with a strong focus on community, music and arts, Festival One is not 
to be missed. 

KAWHIA KAI FESTIVAL
The iconic Kawhia Kai Festival celebrates all things traditional Māori 
kai and brings together performers, artists and musicians. Get 
involved for a taste of the best kai from the sea and land. Head along 
to check out traditional crafts and more at the festival.

RIDE CYCLING FESTIVAL
Spread over four days with exciting events to suit a range of ages and 
abilities, the RIDE Cycling Festival is a great celebration of all things 
cycling, concluding with a ‘Party in the Park’.

29 JAN 
 - 1 FEB

22-24
JAN

6 FEB

11-14
FEB

HOBBITON™ MOVIE SET SUMMER 
HARVEST FESTIVAL
The Summer Harvest Festival held at Hobbiton Movie Set is a 
stunning day out in the Waikato. With a guided tour through the 
movie set, you will learn all about the fascinating details of the iconic 
films, finishing up with incredible food and beverage options in a 
magical location.

5 FEB

NEW ZEALAND 
GRAND PRIX
Hampton Downs is hosting 
the epic 66th New Zealand 
Grand Prix. It will be the 
first time the Grand Prix 
has been held at Hampton 
Downs on the longer and 
more challenging 4km 
international format track. 
This is one motorsport 
event that is sure to excite 
everyone.



HAMILTON GARDENS ARTS FESTIVAL
The spectacular Hamilton Gardens Arts Festival will once again be 
gracing the gardens with a wonderful celebration of the arts. With 
performances in the music, theatre, dance and comedy genres, there 
is certainly a show for everyone throughout the festival.

SIX60
The ultimate summer party starters SIX60 will be performing on 
Saturday 27 February at Hamilton’s Claudelands Oval, including 
special guests Drax Project, Mitch James, Paige and Aacacia. This is 
the summer concert you do not want to miss!

20-28
FEB

27 FEB

UNDERGROUND SOUNDS
Waitomo Glowworm Caves plays host to a unique dining and music 
experience in February. Come along to an intimate performance 
by celebrated NZ tenor Geoff Sewell inside the majestic glowworm 
cave known as the Cathedral. Make the most of the weekend with 
accommodation in Hamilton, coaches to Waitomo and canapes and 
drinks as part of the package.

13 FEB

A DAY IN THE DOMAIN
The annual Te Aroha Day in the Domain is filled with entertainment 
options in the form of music, activities, stalls, demonstrations, food 
and fun. This free family day out is the perfect way to spend a 
Sunday.

CROWDED HOUSE
Iconic band Crowded House are performing at Claudelands Arena on 
their To The Island Tour. The band has had a 35-year career and with 
the release of fresh new music it’s the perfect opportunity to also 
reminisce with their legendary songs as well.

28 FEB

4 MAR
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BLACKCAPS V BANGLADESH 3RD T20
The Waikato is home to some awesome international events and this 
Blackcaps T20 game is just one of them! Celebrate international 
cricket again by heading along to Hamilton’s Seddon Park to soak up 
the summer buzz with friends and family.

FEAST WAIKATO
Feast Waikato celebrates the wonderful food in the Waikato region 
with events including dinners, lunches, collabs, pop-ups, open days, 
tours, talks and markets. The event showcases some of the region’s 
best eateries, chefs and establishments, with opportunities to meet 
producers, creators and growers.

WAIKATO SHOW
Head along to the Waikato Show, the ultimate celebration of the 
Waikato community, environment and successes. The Waikato Show 
is an opportunity to come together to learn, experience new things 
and of course to have fun.

BALLOONS OVER WAIKATO
Balloons over Waikato is New Zealand’s premier ballooning festival and the five-day event is one of the most 
iconic on the annual Waikato events calendar. With mass morning ascensions and the renowned nightglow on 
the Saturday night, this is sure to be a popular event for young and old.

1-5
APR

28 
MAR

16-20
MAR

9-11
APR

THE GREAT KIWI BEER FESTIVAL
With over 40 craft brewers and more than 35 street food vendors, 
the Great Kiwi Beer Festival at Claudelands Arena is the best way to 
make summer last longer. With more than 300 drops on tap, there 
will be something to please every palate, including workshops and 
beer tasting seminars, plus live music.

13 MAR
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